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Erosion forces closing of lagoon
bridge

Tidal action damaging approaches; bridge used by 3,500 vehicles
daily

Erosion has forced Colwood to close the bridge at Esquimalt Lagoon to vehicles, and it
could be months before it’'s reopened.
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ADRIAN LAM, TIMES CLONIST
Erosion of the approaches forced the municipality to restrict traffic on the bridge
to one lane. “Every tide or transfer of tide or wave is sucking away all the
sediment from underneath the abutments,” says Mayor Dave Saunders.

Colwood chief engineer Michael Baxter said the damage to the bridge approaches is
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caused by tidal action. “Every single day the tides create more erosion. It doesn’t
matter whether we have winds or not,” he said.

Erosion of the approaches forced the municipality to restrict traffic on the bridge to one
lane last week.

Baxter said much of the erosion is on the west side of the north approach — “There’s
now a hole underneath the asphalt that you could probably crawl into” — but the problem
is also affecting the south approach.

About 3,500 vehicles a day use the bridge via Ocean Boulevard as an alternative to
Sooke Road. The bridge will remain open to pedestrians and cyclists.

The closure infuriated Coun. Ernie Robertson, who says the bridge closure cuts a major
transportation link for Greater Victoria. Robertson said council directed staff last year to
dispose of some surplus city property in order to finance repairs to the bridge.

“It’'s completely frickin’ unacceptable,” Robertson said, pointing a finger at the city’s
transportation and infrastructure committee.

“We provided the direction. They bloody well didn’t do the work this past year. It didn’t
get done. Now it’s situation critical and we’re told to all zip our lips and sit there like good
little choir boys and girls and just eat the fact that we got fed a line of bull----last year.”

Mayor Dave Saunders dismissed Robertson’s criticisms, saying, “It's easy to cast
stones.”

Saunders said the problem doesn’t just involve failing bridge approaches and rotting
pilings but the erosion of the Coburg Peninsula, the spit of land fronting Esquimalt Lagoon.

“Every tide or transfer of tide or wave is sucking away all the sediment from
underneath the abutments,” Saunders said. “The last thing | want to see is a fancy brand-
new bridge down in that area with the foreshore all washed away around it.”

Saunders said he’s contacted both the federal and provincial governments about
assistance, noting the area is home to a federally protected bird sanctuary. “It's the entire
peninsula that we’re looking at and it doesn’t make sense to throw good money after bad.
That’s what’s been done in the past.”

Baxter said to do a proper job on bridge repairs, work probably can’t begin until June.

The municipality also has to find the money — potentially a lot of money given the
alarming rate at which the Coburg Peninsula is being washed away.

Baxter said the fixes range in cost from $65,000 to about $12 million.

Fixing the approaches would cost about $65,000, he said. “But there are marine worms
eating up the pilings on the bridge itself and that really needs a fix. So we would have to
spend about $650,000 to fix that.

“But the peninsula itself and the road on it are in danger because of erosion of the
peninsula and in order to fix that you'd need about $12 million.”
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Since the early 1900s, the spit has been built up with material washing down from the
Lehigh gravel pit off Metchosin Road. The former gravel operation discharged sand and silt
on the shore, adding to material that could be carried by waves.
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